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Checkpoints for Science Research Project

Checkpoint 4 - Developing a Research Question

Provide evidence that you have:

a) Studied additional background on your topic with a particular emphasis on primary resources

b) Identified a professional researcher who will serve as your mentor/supervising scientist

c) Arranged for a meeting between your sponsor and your mentor scientist

d) Developed a written agreement with your mentor that clearly identifies agreed upon expectations for you and the mentor scientist (including roles, responsibilities, time, and materials) 

e) Developed a tentative and original research question 

f) Discussed your research question with your sponsor and mentor scientist 

g) Used additional resources to develop and refine your question

h) Selected a research question that has potential for original research 

i) Stated your revised research question (in writing)

j) Explained (in writing) the relevance/importance of your research question
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