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A P  S E M I N A R  E N D  O F  C O U R S E  E X A M  R U B R I C :  S E C T I O N  I I  
 

C O N T E N T  A R E A  P E R F O R M A N C E  L E V E L S  

1 Selecting and Using Evidence 
 

The response repeats information from sources 
that provides little or no support for an argument 
or misinterprets sources. 

2 

The response interprets information from at least 
two sources to develop an argument with limited 
support. 

4 

The response interprets and synthesizes 
information from at least two sources to develop 
and support a compelling argument. 

6 

2 Building and Communicating 
an Argument 

The response’s line of reasoning is disorganized 
and/or unsuccessful. 
The response inappropriately or tangentially links 
the argument’s claims and evidence.  

 
 

2 

The response’s line of reasoning is mostly clear 
and logically organized, but the reasoning may be 
faulty.  
The response appropriately links the argument’s 
claims and evidence. 

 
4 

The response’s line of reasoning is logically 
organized and complex.  
The response clearly and convincingly links the 
argument’s claims and evidence and includes 
insights drawn from the connections between 
them. 

6 

 
3 Understanding and Analyzing 
Perspective 

The response misstates or overlooks the theme or 
issue that connects the sources. The response’s 
perspective is unclear or unrelated to the sources.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

2 

The response identifies a theme or issue that 
connects the sources. The response treats the 
sources as sharing the same perspective rather 
than placing an issue within the overall context of 
the sources. The response presents a perspective 
borrowed from or previously addressed by one of 
the sources. 

 
 

4 

The response identifies a theme or issue that 
connects the sources and identifies and interprets 
the differences in the sources. The response 
contextualizes the writer’s perspectives within 
the overall theme. The response presents a 
perspective that has not been previously 
represented in the sources or brings a particularly 
insightful approach to one of the perspectives or 
makes a connection between perspectives. 

6 

4 Selecting and Using Evidence 

The response incorrectly or ineffectively 
attributes knowledge and ideas from two or more 
sources. 

1 

The response makes an attempt to accurately 
attribute knowledge and ideas from two or more 
sources.  

2 

The response accurately attributes and effectively 
contextualizes knowledge and ideas from two or 
more sources. 

3 

5 Grammar and Style  

The report contains many flaws in grammar and 
style that interfere with communication to the 
reader. 

1 

The report contains some flaws in grammar or 
style that minimally interfere with communication 
to the reader. 

2 

The report contains few flaws in grammar or style 
and clearly communicates to the reader. 

 
3 

 
 

ADDITIONAL SCORES: In addition to the scores represented on the rubrics, readers can also assign scores of 0 (zero) and NR (No Response). 
0 (Zero) 

• A score of 0 is assigned to a single row of the rubric when the response displays a below‐minimum level of quality as identified in that row of the rubric.   
• Scores of 0 are assigned to all rows of the rubric when the response is off‐topic; a repetition of a prompt; entirely crossed‐out; a drawing or other markings; or a response in a 

language other than English. 
NR (No Response)   

• A score of NR is assigned to responses that are blank. 
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Overview 

This prompt assessed students’ ability to: 
• Identify a theme or issue connecting four different provided sources; 
• Read the sources critically, understanding the perspective each represented; 
• Use the identified theme to write a logically organized, well-reasoned, and well-crafted 

argument presenting their own perspective; 
• Utilize two or more of the sources to support the newly-developed argument; 
• Cite the sources used in their arguments, identifying them either by author or by letters 

assigned to the sources and paraphrasing or identifying quotes; and 
• Complete reading of the sources, identification of the theme, and crafting of their own 

argument  within a designated time frame. 

Sample: A 
Content Area: Selecting and Using Evidence — Row 1 Score: 6 
Content Area: Building and Communicating an Argument — Row 2 Score: 6 
Content Area: Understanding and Analyzing Perspective — Row 3 Score: 6 
Content Area: Selecting and Using Evidence — Row 4 Score: 3 
Content Area: Grammar and Style — Row 5 Score: 3 
 
HIGH SAMPLE RESPONSE  

Content Area: Selecting and Using Evidence — Row 1  
This response earned 6 points because the sources are synthesized with each other and the 
student's argument.  In other words, the response puts the sources conversation with each other, 
and injects the student’s own voice into that dialogue. A thorough explanation of the connection of 
each source to the original argument is given.  In the paragraph that addresses the historical factor 
of national identity, the response not only quotes but conveys Lopez's implicit argument that "one 
may assume that identity is not a choice, … as he is bound to North America by the actions of his 
predecessors."         

Content Area: Building and Communicating an Argument — Row 2  
This response earned 6 points because of its unique argument: "Many factors, from freedom of 
religion to attachment to a physical place, enable individuals to form a national identity."  The 
argument is developed beginning "[a]t its most basic level" by tying national identity to land before 
acknowledging the limitations of "geography."  The response explores the complex nature of "a 
national identity."  

Content Area: Understanding and Analyzing Perspective — Row 3  
This response earned a 6 because the argument not only used the sources correctly, but also 
introduced a new dimension that enhanced the original themes in those sources.  The student 
voice joins the conversation by framing the argument with personal details: "[t]his oppression 
diminished by [sic] parents' respect for their nation... they were no longer attached to a land."  
Later in the argument, the discussion of the current Syrian refugee crisis creates another layer of 
understanding. 
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Content Area: Selecting and Using Evidence — Row 4  
The response earned a 3 for this row because the sources were well incorporated, cited clearly, and 
placed in context correctly to support the overall argument. For example, the response recognizes 
Source B as "John Muir, founder of the Sierra Club and an important figure in promoting 
preservation within the United States."  

Content Area: Grammar and Style — Row 5  
The response earned a 3 for this row because it was well-written clearly communicates to the 
reader. 

Sample: B 
Content Area: Selecting and Using Evidence — Row 1 Score: 4 
Content Area: Building and Communicating an Argument — Row 2 Score: 4 
Content Area: Understanding and Analyzing Perspective — Row 3 Score: 4 
Content Area: Selecting and Using Evidence — Row 4 Score: 2 
Content Area: Grammar and Style — Row 5 Score: 2 
 
MEDIUM SAMPLE RESPONSE  

Content Area: Selecting and Using Evidence — Row 1   
This response earned 4 points because it connects the writer's personal experience to both Tuan 
and Kaplan/Recoquillon, and uses the sources with some degree of proficiency.  Lopez is also used 
to support the argument about how home requires the ability to connect to a community. 

Content Area: Building and Communicating an Argument — Row 2   
This response earned 4 points because it articulates a position about identity ("love and 
appreciation for your surroundings and accepting of community...form a strong bond with who you 
are") and sustains that position throughout.  Claims, while not complex, are supported by evidence, 
if somewhat clumsily. 

Content Area: Understanding and Analyzing Perspective — Row 3   
This response earned 4 points because the response identifies a theme, although the sources are 
somewhat stretched to fit that theme. The response does not sufficiently differentiate among the 
points of view in the sources. 

Content Area: Selecting and Using Evidence — Row 4   
This response earned 2 points because the sources are properly attributed. 

Content Area: Grammar and Style — Row 5   
This response earned 2 points because the grammar and style, while not elegant, are adequate to 
permit relatively easy comprehension. 
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Sample: C 
Content Area: Selecting and Using Evidence — Row 1 Score: 2 
Content Area: Building and Communicating an Argument — Row 2 Score: 2 
Content Area: Understanding and Analyzing Perspective — Row 3 Score: 2 
Content Area: Selecting and Using Evidence — Row 4 Score: 2 
Content Area: Grammar and Style — Row 5 Score: 1 
 
LOW SAMPLE RESPONSE  

Content Area: Selecting and Using Evidence — Row 1   
The response earned2 points because sources cited do not support the argument. The response 
uses the sources to repeat the writer's assertions, but those sources do not provide evidence to 
develop the claim. 

Content Area: Building and Communicating an Argument — Row 2   
The response earned 2 points because the argument is incoherent:  the response argues that it is 
important to save your culture, without more articulation of the reasons why that it is important to 
do so, and argues, without elaboration, that saving your culture will solve social issues, such as  
"rent." 

Content Area: Understanding and Analyzing Perspective — Row 3   
The response earned 2 points because it distills the sources into a single word theme--culture--and 
often misunderstands the points in the readings.  

Content Area: Selecting and Using Evidence — Row 4   
The response earned 2 points because it attributes sources adequately. 

Content Area: Grammar and Style — Row 5   
The response earned 1 point because grammar errors interfere with meaning and style is 
disjointed. 




