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Part B, Question 4 
Performance Levels

Row
Content Area/
Proficiency Low Medium High

Points 
(Max)

1 Establish 
Argument

The response misstates or overlooks a 
theme or issue that connects the sources. 
The response’s perspective is unclear or 
unrelated to the sources.  

The response identifies a theme or issue 
that connects the sources. The response 
derives its perspective from only one of 
the sources.

The response identifies a theme or 
issue connecting the provided sources 
and presents a perspective that is not 
represented in one of the sources OR 
brings a particularly insightful approach 
to one of the perspectives OR makes 
a strong thematic connection among 
perspectives.

62 4 6

2 Establish 
Argument

The response’s line of reasoning is 
disorganized and/or illogical. The 
response lacks commentary or the 
commentary incorrectly or tangentially 
explains the links between evidence and 
claims.

The argument is mostly clear and 
organized, but the logic may be faulty OR 
the reasoning may be logical but not well 
organized. The commentary explains the 
links between evidence and claims. 

The response’s line of reasoning is 
logically organized and well-developed. 
The commentary explains evidence 
and connects it to claims to clearly and 
convincingly establish an argument.

62 4 6

3 Select and Use 
Evidence

The response repeats or misinterprets 
information from at least two of the 
provided sources, or the information 
lacks relevance thereby providing little 
support for an argument.

The response accurately uses relevant 
information from at least two of 
the provided sources to support an 
argument.

The response appropriately synthesizes 
relevant information drawn from at least 
two of the provided sources to develop 
and support a compelling argument.  

62 4 6
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Part B, Question 4 (continued)
Performance Levels

Row
Content Area/
Proficiency Low Medium High

Points 
(Max)

4 Apply 
Conventions 

The response contains many flaws in 
grammar and style that often interfere 
with communication to the reader OR 
the response incorrectly or ineffectively 
attributes knowledge and ideas from 
sources. 

The response is generally clear but 
contains some flaws in grammar and 
style that occasionally interfere with 
communication to the reader. The 
response accurately attributes knowledge 
and ideas from sources.

The response communicates clearly to 
the reader (although may not be free of 
errors in grammar and style) AND the 
response effectively integrates material 
from sources into the argument (e.g. 
it is clearly introduced, integrated, or 
embedded into the text) and accurately 
attributes knowledge and ideas. 

62 4 6

Additional Scores
In addition to the scores represented on the rubrics, readers can also assign scores of 0 (zero) and NR (No Response).

0 (Zero)
 § A score of 0 is assigned to a single row of the rubric when the response displays a below-minimum level of quality as identified in that row of the rubric.

 § Scores of 0 are assigned to all rows of the rubric when the response is off-topic; a repetition of a prompt; entirely crossed-out; a drawing or other markings;
or a response in a language other than English.

NR (No Response)  
A score of NR is assigned to responses that are blank.
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Overview 

The response to this question was expected to demonstrate the students' ability 
to: 

• Identify a theme or issue connecting two or more of the provided sources 

• Read the sources critically, understanding the perspective or voice contained in each source  

• Use the theme as an impetus for writing a logically organized, well-reasoned, and well-crafted 
argument presenting their perspective 

• Incorporate two or more of the sources to support the newly-developed argument 

• Cite the sources, identifying them either by author or by assigned letters  

• Identify or paraphrase quotations  

• Complete the task within the 90-minute time period 

Sample: A 
1 Establish Argument Score: 6 
2 Establish Argument Score: 6 
3 Select and Use Evidence Score: 6 
4 Apply Conventions Score: 6 
 
HIGH SAMPLE RESPONSE  
 
Row 1 
The response earned a score of 6 points because it reflects a clear understanding of the sources 
and uses those sources to articulate its own thesis about the need for government intervention to 
regulate the nutritional values of foods offered.  The response does not begin by simply stating 
something along the lines of "Sources A, B, C and D all talk about food;" rather, it sets out its own 
perspective and then enters a conversation with those sources. 
 
Row 2 
The response earned a score of 6 points because its argument is easily discernible and well-
developed.  The argument drives the response; its claims are ordered logically and the line of 
reasoning is easy to follow.  It is attentive to counterclaims, addressing them as necessary without 
losing its own focus.  
 
Row 3 
The response earned a score of 6 points because information from the sources is seamlessly woven 
into the argument.  The evidence is not cherry-picked:  the claims are matched to the material from 
the sources. 
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Row 4 
The response earned a score of 6 points because it is well-written and easy to follow.  It uses 
transitions well (however, in comparison, therefore) to guide the reader through the analysis. There 
are few errors in grammar or syntax, and the writing generally enhances the argument.  All sources 
are clearly attributed. 

Sample: B 
1 Establish Argument Score: 4 
2 Establish Argument Score: 4 
3 Select and Use Evidence Score: 4 
4 Apply Conventions Score: 4 
 
MEDIUM SAMPLE RESPONSE  
 
Row 1 
The response earned a score of 4 points because it utilizes the sources to derive a theme (poverty 
and access to fast food leads to poor dietary decisions).  The sources are somewhat run together, 
but the response does reflect an understanding of the common themes and makes an effort to bring 
the sources into conversation with each other. 
 
Row 2 
The response earned a score of 4 points because it articulates a clear, if simple, argument:  fast 
food and poverty lead to poor dietary choices. The thesis is sustained throughout the response, and 
an effort is made to link claims relating to the overall argument with evidence.  Problematically, the 
response misconstrues some evidence, e.g., Source D makes it clear that fast food is not eaten 
primarily by the poor, but the argument and commentary suggest that only the poor eat fast 
food.  The solution feels a bit forced and is underdeveloped. 
 
Row 3 
The response earned a score of 4 points because it makes a good effort to match evidence to 
claims.  That effort is not wholly successful, as it overlooks some of the nuance in the sources, 
leading to some overstatement of the evidence contained therein. 
  
Row 4 
The response earned a score of 4 points.  It is clearly written, but the writing does not enhance the 
argument.  Citations are adequate, and errors in grammar and syntax are relatively infrequent. 
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Sample: C 
1 Establish Argument Score: 2 
2 Establish Argument Score: 2 
3 Select and Use Evidence Score: 2 
4 Apply Conventions Score: 2 
 
LOW SAMPLE RESPONSE  
 
Row 1 
The response earned a score of 2 points because it is unclear whether a theme has been identified 
from the sources. There is no effort to bring the sources together, and the introductory paragraph 
reflects a misreading of the source it uses.  There is no apparent independent perspective nor any 
attempt to weave the sources together. 
                    
Row 2 
The response earned a score of 2 points because there is no clear argument, and as a result, there 
is no line of reasoning to follow. The commentary is confusing and sometimes fails to make sense: 
"...countries such as the U.S., Canada, Australia, Argentina and russia won't allow the expansion to 
happen because of their weak economies and therefore can't even exand their cereal production by 
at least thirty percent."  The sources are summarized with little apparent understanding of how 
they might be linked to--or be distinct from--one another. 
  
Row 3 
The response earned a score of 2 points because the evidence is used randomly and is not utilized 
to support a claim. Source B, for example, has little to do with poor diets in the United States, nor 
does Source B connect at all with the later argument about fast food consumption in the United 
States.  
  
Row 4 
The response earned a score of 2 points because the writing is clumsy, which makes it difficult to 
decipher the meaning. Though some sources are cited, many are unattributed. Material is often 
paraphrased or quoted exactly without citations.  There are many sentence fragments and other 
errors of grammar and syntax: "With the need of increase in cereal production, rice, maize, wheat 
for people on welfare."  




