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AP Seminar Rubric 2017-18: End-of-Course Exam
Part B, Question 4
Row
1

2

3

Performance Levels

Content Area/
Proficiency
Establish
Argument

Establish
Argument

Select and Use
Evidence

Low

Medium

High

The response misstates or overlooks a
theme or issue that connects the sources.
The response’s perspective is unclear or
unrelated to the sources.

The response identifies a theme or issue
that connects the sources. The response
derives its perspective from only one of
the sources.

The response identifies a theme or
issue connecting the provided sources
and presents a perspective that is not
represented in one of the sources OR
brings a particularly insightful approach
to one of the perspectives OR makes
a strong thematic connection among
perspectives.

2

4

6

The response’s line of reasoning is
disorganized and/or illogical. The
response lacks commentary or the
commentary incorrectly or tangentially
explains the links between evidence and
claims.

The argument is mostly clear and
organized, but the logic may be faulty OR
the reasoning may be logical but not well
organized. The commentary explains the
links between evidence and claims.

2

4

The response repeats or misinterprets
information from at least two of the
provided sources, or the information
lacks relevance thereby providing little
support for an argument.

2
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The response accurately uses relevant
information from at least two of
the provided sources to support an
argument.

4

Points
(Max)

6

The response’s line of reasoning is
logically organized and well-developed.
The commentary explains evidence
and connects it to claims to clearly and
convincingly establish an argument.
6

6

The response appropriately synthesizes
relevant information drawn from at least
two of the provided sources to develop
and support a compelling argument.
6
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6

3

AP Seminar Rubric 2017-18: End-of-Course Exam
Part B, Question 4 (continued)
Row
4

Content Area/
Proficiency
Apply
Conventions

Low
The response contains many flaws in
grammar and style that often interfere
with communication to the reader OR
the response incorrectly or ineffectively
attributes knowledge and ideas from
sources.

2

Performance Levels
Medium
The response is generally clear but
contains some flaws in grammar and
style that occasionally interfere with
communication to the reader. The
response accurately attributes knowledge
and ideas from sources.

High

Points
(Max)

The response communicates clearly to
the reader (although may not be free of
errors in grammar and style) AND the
response effectively integrates material
from sources into the argument (e.g.
it is clearly introduced, integrated, or
embedded into the text) and accurately
attributes knowledge and ideas.

4

6

6

Additional Scores

In addition to the scores represented on the rubrics, readers can also assign scores of 0 (zero) and NR (No Response).

0 (Zero)

§ § A score of 0 is assigned to a single row of the rubric when the response displays a below-minimum level of quality as identified in that row of the rubric.
§ § Scores of 0 are assigned to all rows of the rubric when the response is off-topic; a repetition of a prompt; entirely crossed-out; a drawing or other markings;
or a response in a language other than English.

NR (No Response)

A score of NR is assigned to responses that are blank.
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AP® SEMINAR
2018 SCORING COMMENTARY
End-of-Course Exam
Synthesizing and Creating Evidence-Based Argument
Overview
This prompt assessed students’ ability to:
•

Identify a theme or issue connecting two or more of the sources provided;

•

Read the sources critically, understanding the perspective or voice contained in each source;

•

Use the theme as an impetus for writing a logically organized, well-reasoned, and well-crafted
argument presenting their perspective;

•

Incorporate two or more of the sources to support the newly-developed argument;

•

Cite the sources used in the response, identifying them either by author or by assigned letters,
paraphrasing or identifying quotations; and

•

Complete the task within a 90-minute time period.

Sample: A
1 Establish Argument Score: 6
2 Establish Argument Score: 6
3 Select and Use Evidence Score: 6
4 Apply Conventions Score: 6
HIGH SAMPLE RESPONSE
Row 1: Establish Argument (6)
The response earned 6 points in row 1 because it reflects a perceptive understanding of the sources and then
takes an original perspective: “While this capitalistic prioritization (from source D) is not inherintly [sic]
problematic, those in the postindustrial workplace must understand the value of leisure time as essential in
leading a well balanced (from sources A and C) and productive (from source C) life as a whole.” The response’s
perspective is a nuanced and sophisticated argument.
Row 2: Establish Argument (6)
The response earned 6 points in row 2 because it moves through its complex argument in an intentional
progression of ideas. Each claim builds upon the next: the response first clarifies the current context of leisure;
then it discusses the implications of such a context by elaborating on negative health and workplace effects;
finally, it analyzes possible solutions to address the problems created by humans’ skewed priorities.
Row 3: Select and Use Evidence (6)
The response earned 6 points in row 3 because it enters into an academic conversation with the sources. For
example, the first body paragraph synthesizes arguments on productivity, upward mobility, and balance from
sources A and C to establish concerns about imbalance in the lives of American workers. The response goes
on to utilize two arguments — one focusing on mental health and one focusing on personal/social/familial
health — from source C to support the second claim. Lastly, the response addresses the tension between the
ideas in sources D (tenets of capitalism as a dominant force) and A (Muther’s argument that people need to
reevaluate their views on money and leisure) in order to propose a feasible solution.
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AP® SEMINAR
2018 SCORING COMMENTARY
End-of-Course Exam
Synthesizing and Creating Evidence-Based Argument
Row 4: Apply Conventions (6)
The response earned 6 points in row 4 because it features clear and concise writing (“There is certainly an
argument to be made that those who take time off and experience the benefits of leisure will ultimately be more
productive ...”) that guides readers through the argument. Furthermore, the source material is contextualized
(“Muther cites Project Time Off”; Galinsky is acknowledged as the President of Families Work Institute) and
cited (using both quotation and paraphrase) correctly.
Sample: B
1 Establish Argument Score: 4
2 Establish Argument Score: 4
3 Select and Use Evidence Score: 4
4 Apply Conventions Score: 4
MEDIUM SAMPLE RESPONSE
Row 1: Establish Argument (4)
The response earned 4 points for this row because it presents an argument taken directly from one of the
sources (Source C): “the working conditions in the US must be changed by mandating vacation times with no
extra work expectations for the employee.”
Row 2: Establish Argument (4)
The response earned 4 points for this row because — though the response is organized well enough to discern
the argument — it is not clear or convincing in its commentary. The initial sentences of paragraphs two, three,
and four (“When given vacation days, American employees will not take them”; “Even on vacation, Americans
will not rest from their jobs and have leisure”; and “One reason employees will still work on vacation is the
pressure of most jobs”), respectively, all offer simple summaries of main ideas from Source C.
Row 3: Select and Use Evidence (4)
The response earned 4 points for this row because — though it features directly quoted evidence from the
sources — it doesn't consistently utilize said evidence in an insightful way. For the most part, claims and
evidence are well-matched (even synthesized at times), but most of the commentary provides a simple analysis
of quotations (“Employees not take vacation because it takes away from their individual happiness, but it
also”). In paragraph four, note the use of Source D: The source is dropped into the essay (“It forces the
individual, in so far as he is involved in the system of market relationships to conform to the capitalistic rules
of action”), failing to note that Weber's discussion is on capitalism as a system, making its relevance to claim a
bit tenuous.
Row 4: Apply Conventions (4)
The response earned 4 points for this row because it generally communicates clearly, but it does feature some
language flaws that occasionally interfere with communication: the opening sentence states, “The working
environment in the United States is a largely unhealthy for the employee,” and awkward integration of
quotations plagues paragraphs two and three.
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AP® SEMINAR
2018 SCORING COMMENTARY
End-of-Course Exam
Synthesizing and Creating Evidence-Based Argument
Sample: C
1 Establish Argument Score: 2
2 Establish Argument Score: 2
3 Select and Use Evidence Score: 2
4 Apply Conventions Score: 2
LOW SAMPLE RESPONSE
Row 1: Establish Argumen (2)
The response earned 2 points in row 1 because it opens with an erroneous summary of the theme of the
readings. Moreover, the response communicates an unclear and unrelated perspective: “To support my claim
all sources have different perspectives but connect to ethical problems on a daily basis.”
Row 2: Establish Argument (2)
The response earned 2 points in row 2 because there is no student-driven argument, and the line of reasoning
fails. The first body paragraph is a summary of sources: “To begin ... Source A ... , which leads to Source B ... ,
continuing on leads us to Source C …” Then there is an attempt to connect back to Source B, but it is
confusing. The summary concludes, “... lastly leads us to Source D.” The response’s second paragraph offers
another overview of the sources. Additional commentary does little more than restate the sources’ ideas.
Row 3: Select and Use Evidence (2)
The response earned 2 points in row 3; though four sources are explicitly mentioned, the discussion of those
sources functions as an attempt at conveying the writer’s own understanding of the sources rather than using
them to support an argument.
Row 4: Apply Conventions (2)
The response earned 2 points in row 4 because it requires the reader to decipher meaning often, impeding
communication. Grammar is flawed (“And source C explains how ethical problems depreviate [sic] what we
want to do because we have certain objectives to fulfill”), and the style (“So after reading the following sources
I came up with ethical issues of everyday life …”) is not appropriate for an academic audience.
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