﻿Survival of the Sickest Rubric 
	
	Statement of Purpose/Focus and Organization
	Development: Language and Elaboration of Evidence
	Conventions



	
	Statement of Purpose/Focus
	Organization
	Elaboration of Evidence
	Language and Vocabulary
	

	Score 20
	My main idea/topic is focused, clear and strong. It is introduced clearly and concisely.
	I have clearly and effectively organized my writing, creating unity by using a variety of transitions, sequencing my ideas logically and crafting an effective introduction and conclusion that clearly addresses audience and purpose. I make strong connections between my ideas.
	I cite strong and thorough evidence for my main idea/topic that includes effective use of sources, facts, and details. 
	I can effectively express ideas, using precise language that includes vocabulary that is academic and clearly appropriate for my audience and purpose.
	I have few, if any errors in my grammar or sentence formation. I effectively and consistently use proper punctuation, capitalization and spelling.

	Score 15
	My main idea/topic is clear. It is mostly maintained and focused, but I may get off track occasionally.
	My work is organized, but my ideas are not always connected with a sense of unity or purpose. I have adequate transitions and sequence my ideas logically. My introduction and conclusion address audience and purpose, but my connections between my ideas are inconsistent.
	I cite adequate evidence for my main idea/topic that includes the use of sources, facts and details. I try to integrate it into my writing, but sometimes I am too general.

	I adequately express my ideas, but my use of language is more general. I can use academic vocabulary, but it may not always be specific for audience and purpose.
	I have some errors in grammar and sentence formation, but it is not a pattern of errors and improper sentence construction. I have some errors in my punctuation, capitalization and spelling.

	Score 10
	My main idea/topic drifts from its focus and may be unclear or not completely maintained. Sometimes, I may get off track and lose my focus.
	I have not organized my work very well. It is inconsistent and may contain unrelated information. My transitions are inconsistent and I do not consistently sequence my ideas in a logical or connected manner. My introduction and conclusion may not address audience or purpose and my ideas are not well-connected.
	I do not consistently use reliable evidence for my main idea/topic. Sometimes my sources, facts and details are weakly integrated and/or do not effectively connect with my ideas. 


	I use simplistic language that does not appropriately use academic language. My vocabulary might be inappropriate for audience or purpose.
	I have frequent errors in my grammar that makes it difficult to understand my meaning. I make lots of mistakes in my use of punctuation, capitalization and spelling.

	Score 5
	My main idea/topic has little or no focus and might even be confusing or vague. It drifts into other topics that seem to be randomly selected. 
	I have not established any organization in my work. I may not use any transitions and I have used examples that have little or no connection to my ideas. I have no introduction or conclusion and no apparent awareness of audience or purpose.
	I may not use any evidence to support my main idea/topic. What I do use may be irrelevant or incorrect.
	Language used to express my ideas is vague or confusing. I may not reference any academic vocabulary and what I do use does not support an understanding of audience or purpose. 
	I have frequent and severe errors in grammar and sentence construction. My errors in punctuation, capitalization and spelling make it difficult to understand my work. 


